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United States Oceans Policy 



Statement by the President. 
March 10, 1983 



The United States has long been a. leader 
in developing customary and conventional 
law of the sea. Our objectives have consist- 
endy been to provide a legal order that 
will, among other things, facUitate peaceful, 
international uses of the oceans and provide 
(or equitable and elective management 
and conservation of marine resources. The 
United States also recognizes thftt all na- 
tions have aia interest in these issues. 

Last July I announced that the United 
States will not sign the United Nattons Law 
of the Sea Convention that was opened for 
signature on E>ecember 10. We have taken 
this step because several major problems in 
the Convention's deep seabed mining pro- 
visions are contrary to the interests and 
principles of industrialized nattons and 
would not help attain the aspirations of de- 
veloping countries. 

The United States does not stand alone in 
those concerns. Some important allies and 
friends have not signed the convention. 
Even some signatory states have raised con- 
cerns about these problems. 

However, the convention also contains 
provisions with respect to traditional uses of 
the oceans which generally confirm existing 
maritime law and practice and foirly bal- 
ance the interest of all states. 

Today I am announcing three decisicms to 
promote and protect the oceans interests of 
the United States in a manner consistent 
with those &ir and balanced results in the 
Convention and international law; 

First, the United States is prepared to 
accept and act in accordance with the bal- 
ance of interests relating to traditional uses 
of the oceans — such as navigation and over- 
flight. In this respect, the United States will 
recognize the ri^ts of other states in die 
Waters off their coasts, as reflected in the 
Convention, so long as the rights and free- 
doms the United States and others under 
international law are recognized by such 
coastal states. 

Second, the United States will exercise 
and assert its navigation and overlll^t 
rights and freedoms on a worldwide basis in 
a manner that is consistent with the balance 



of interests reflected in the convention. The 
United States will not, however, acquiesce 
in unilateral acts of other states designed to 
restrict the rights and freedoms of the in- 
ternational community in navigation and 
overffight and other related high seas uses. 

Third, I am proclaiming today an Exclu- 
sive Economic Zone in which the United 
States will exercise sovereign rights in living 
and nonliving resources Within 200 nautical 
miles of its coast This will provide United 
States jurisdiction for mhieral resources out 
to 200 nautical miles that are not on the 
continental shelf. Recentiy discovered de- 
posits there could be an important future 
source of strategic minerals. 

Within this Zone all nations will continue 
to enjoy the hi^ seas rights and freedoms 
that are not resource related, including the 
freedoms of navigation and overflight. My 
proclamation does not change existing 
United States policies concerning the conti- 
nental shelf, marine mammals, and fisher- 
ies, including highly minatory species of 
tuna which are not subject to United States 
jurisdiction. The United Stipes will continue 
efforts to achieve international a^ements 
for the effective management of these spe- 
cies. The proclamation also reinforces this 
government's pohcy of promoting the 
United States fishing industry. 

While international law provides fbr a 
right of jurisdiction over marine scientific 
research vrithin such a zone, the proclama- 
tion does not assert this ri^t. 1 have elect- 
ed not to do so because of the United States 
interest in encouraging marine scientific re- 
search and avoiding any unneccessary bur- 
dens. The United States will nevertiieless 
recognize the right of other coastal states to 
exercise jurisdiction over marine scientific 
research within 200 nautical miles of their 
coasts, if that jurisdiction is exercised rea- 
sondily in a manner consistent with inter- 
national law. 

The Exclusive Economic Zone estoblished 
today will also enable the United States to 
take limited additional steps to protect the 
marine environment In this connection, 
the United States will continue to work 
through the International Maritime Organi- 
zation and other aj^opriate international 
organizatitms to develop imifbnn interna- 
tional measures for the protection of the 
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marine enviroament while imposing no un- 
reasonable burdens on commercial ship- 
ping. 

The policy decisions I am announcing 
today Mdll not afBect the application of «dst- 
ing United States law concerning the high 
seas or existing authorities of any United 
States Government agency. 

In addition to the above policy steps, the 
United States will continue to work with 
other countries to develop a regime, free of 
unnecessary political and economic re- 
straints, for mining deep seabed minerals 
beyond national jurisdiction. Deep seabed 
mining remains a lawful exercise oif the 
freedom of the high seas open to all nations. 
The United States will continue to allow its 
Imns to explore for and, when the market 
permits, exploit these resources. 

Hie administration looks forward to 
working with the Congress on legation to 
implement these new polices. 



Exclusive Economic Zone of the 
United States of America 
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By the Prefident of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamafion 

Whereas the Government of tiie United 
States of America desires to facilitate the 
wise development and use of the oceans 
consistent with international law; 

Whereas international law recognizes 
that, in a zone beyond its territory and adja- 
cent to its territorial sea, known as tbe Ex- 
clusive Economic Zone, a coastal State may 
assert certain sovereign rights over natural 
resources and related jurisdiction; and 

Whereas die establishment of an Exclu- 
sive Economic Zone by the United States 
will advance the devek>pment ocean re- 
sources and promote tbe protection of tiie 
marine environmrait, wbUe not affecting 
other lawful uses of the zone, including the 
freedoms of navigation and overflight, by 
other States; 

Now, Therefore, I, Itonald Reagan, by the 
authority v^ted in me as President by tbe 



Constitution and laws of the United States 
of America, do hereby pnxilaim the sover- 
eign ri^ts and jurisdiction of the United 
States of America and confirm also the 
rights and freedoms of all States within an 
EScclusive Economic Zone, as described 
l^rein. 

The Exclusive Economic Zone of thg 
United States is a zone contiguous to the 
territorial wa, including zones contiguous to 
the territorial sea of die United States, the 
CommonweaUh of Puerto Rico, the Com- 
monwealth of the Northern Nforiana Islmids 
(to the extent consistent with the Covenant 
and the United Nations Trusteeship Agree- 
ment), and United States overseas territor- 
ies and possessions. The Exclusive Econom- 
ic Zone extends to a dist^ce 200 nautical 
miles from the baseline from which the 
breadlb of the territorial sea is measured. In 
cases where the maritime boundary vnth a 
neighboring State renuins to be deter- 
mined, the boundary of the Exclusive Eco- 
nomic Zone shall be determined by the 
United States and other State concerned in 
accordance wilb equitable principles. 

Within the Exclusive Economic Zone, the 
United States has, to the extent permitted 
by international law, (a) sovereign rights for 
lie purpose (rf exploring, ex^doiting, con- 
serving and managing natural resources, 
bodi living and non-living, of the seabed 
and subsoil ai»] the supeijac^t waters and 
with regard to other activities for the eco- 
nomic exploitation and exploration of the 
zone, such as the production of energy from 
the water, currents and winds; and (b) juris- 
diction with regard to the estabU^iment 
and use of artificial islands, and installaticms 
and structures havii^ economic purposes, 
and the l^tection and preservation of the 
marine environment. 

This Proclamation does not change exist- 
ing United States policies concerning the 
continental sfa^, marine mammals and fish- 
eries, including hi^ily migratory species of 
tuna which are not sulqect to United States 
jurisdicdon and require intemadonal agree- 
ments for efBecdve management 

The United States will exercise these sov- 
ereign rights and jurisdiction in accordance 
with the rules of international law. 

Without prejudice to the sovereign rights 
and jurisdiction of die United States, tbe 
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